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PROBE AGAINST
DISTANCE
EDUCATION CHIEF

L{IMPACT.

Chary Sudan Kasturi

# charu.kasturi®hiadustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The HRD ministry
has launched a vigilance probe
questioning India’s distance edu-
cation chief’s approval to a MNC
distance education university.
HT had revealed on August 16
how Malaysia-headquartered
Asia e University (Ael]) used
the approval from Distance
Education Council chairman
VN. Rajasekharan Pillai to sell
unrecognised courses to the
country's students,

Government sources told AT
that the HRD ministry has ask-
ed Pillai and the DEC to explain
the concerns surrounding the
operations of the AeU in India.
Pillai and the DEC have not yet
replied, the sources said.

On August 29, 2009, the AeU
received a letter from Pillai giv-
ing it permission to operate in
India. The university had told
HT that it concluded that the
permission allowed it to start
centres in India. Pillai respond-
ed saying his letter only grant-
ed institutional recognition nec-
essary for the Indira Gandhi
National Open University —
which he also heads — to col-
laborate with AeU.

But he could not explain why
IGNOU had signed an agree-
ment with AeU before he
approved the university in his
capacity as DEC chairman if the
approval was a prerequisite for
collaboration with Indian insti-
tutions.
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«P K Ghosh, wlm l: a cancer survivor for 14 years Is the convener of the Cam;er Care India’s dlscmsmn forum, The Iorums is
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_ one of the many online support groups that help both patients and their families to get better treatment and information

WEB THERAPY
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I The patient to patient chatter grows louder as

thousands seek medical advice and share expenences online

Jaya Shroff Bhalla
e shroff@hindustantimes.com

adhulika Juneja, 44, was

devastated when she was

told that her 10-year-old son

Naveet had blood cancer.
Her family physician in her home-
town Amritsar suggested she take
him to Delhi for treatment. But before
doing that, he asked her to join an
online cancer support forum called
Cancer Care India to prepare herself
and her son for their battle against
his cancer in the months to come.

Juneja went online immediately and
remains an active participant. “A pri-
vate hospital I initially went to gave me
an estimate of Rs 10 lakh, with the doc-
tor warning that the cost could goup
further depending on Navneet's
response to chemotherapy,” says Juneja.

“While the disease came as a shock,
the treatment costs came as a bigger
shock. Travel and stay in Delhi would
have doubled this cost. I couldn’t raise
the money at once and didn’t know what
todo.” She got the answer from Cancer
Care India’s discussion forum. The con-
vener of the forum, P K Ghosh, who is
a cancer survivor for 14 years, helped
Madhulika get an appointment with
oncologists at Institute Rotary Cancer
Hospital, the cancer centre at the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS). Her son was admitted a day
after the appointment.

Online fora have caught the imagi-
nation of people faced with conflicting
advice from doctors and fear of being
taken for a ride for commercial gain,
Advice from people in situations simi-
lar to their own helps them choose the
best way forward.

Delhi resident Chanda Sarma, 28, a
call-centre executive, goes to medin-
dia.com for all health-related queries.
“I had developed anorexia, which was
really beginning to depress me,” says
Sarma. “Online discussions helped me
chose the right doctor, who not only gave
me the right medication for gaining
weight in a scientific and healthy way
but also helped me fight depression.”

Like her, ad executive Pritha Chawla,
31, got acne and weight-loss advice. “A
discussion forum guided me to an
ayurveda consultant who gave me a lot
of home remedies for my skin and
weight problems. The treatment has
helped me gain confidence and I regu-
larly consult him,” says Chawla.

Apart from guiding people with undi-

»Delhi-based Chanda Sarma found the
right doctor thanks to talks online

agnosed and newly diagnosed disorders,
some forums also organise seminars,
meetings and lectures. “The online tool
is definitely the most powerful,” says
Ghosh. “Cancer Care India is a national
network of 30 cancer support groups. It's
not just meant for people newly-diag-
nosed with cancer but also survivors,
caregivers, professionals and social work~
ers — people can chat, blog join discus-
smn forumor, Just get information.”
indiablogspot.com
helps people share and receive mfor-

MONITORING TREATMENI

» Support for caregivers and families of
people with Alzheimer Diseass:
Httpalgheimerdiseaseinindia. bogspot.cony

 Trilingual blog - in Marathi, Gujrati and
English - with alternative medicine agtions:
g fwwaamgracon/

= Apart from sharing exercises, this site
addresses answers queries on surgery:
it/ i

“wlinks 30 cancer care groups with
active discussions on with cancer sur-

matmn on people living with Alzt

India. apart from familiarising people
with the diseas, it provides information
and support to caregivers and families,
who end up leading very stressful lives.

Among the most unique is
Aarogya.com, a trilingual — Marathi,
Gujrati and English — health portal
that offers discussions on a broad range
of topics, from alternative medicine to
modern medicine,

Doctors say while the trend has
caught on, it's got a long way to go.
“Most fora are either not well organ-
ised or poorly advertised. While neu-
rology field is massive, nothing formal
exists on support for people with neu-
rological disorders,” says Dr J.D.
Mukherjee, head, neurolcgy at Max
Hospital, Saket.

Says Dr Mukherjee, “I am one of the
doctors on a media panel and am often
inundated with online enquiries. I
answer the ones I can and the others]
forward to my colleagues. This kind of
discussion is very efficient.”

vivors, caregivers, soclal workers and
medical professionals:
bt/ fbancarcarmindis el

= The one-stop website with discussion
forums with doctors and patients:
httefmedindi ret

Dr Arun Prasad, senior consultant,
general surgery at Indraprstha Apollo
hospital in Delhi started his own web-
site — surgerytimes.com way back in
1998. “For four years, I only got ane query
amonth...now I answer at least 50 online
queries a month, says Dr Prasad.

It's a win-win situation for both doc-
tors and patients. Apart from queries
about new advancements in surgery
available, which Dr Prasad answers,
many people log in from all over India
just tointeract with other patients and
their families. “In fact, Pve got all my
500 patients for surgery for excessive
palm sweating from this online forum,”
says Dr Prasad.
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Tnda;."s fast-paced life and warkplace pressures escalate stress lew-
els, taking a toll on cne's keart. We must realise that the healing

pawer of the bady decreases when under

complicatians like hypertension and poar immunity. Taday, 2ven
youngsters are prone to heart allments. 3o, it's very important to stay
healthy and manage your stress levels by understanding the risk fac-

tors — high cholesterol levels, stressful
lifestyle, smaoking, and ladk of exercise —
following simple changes in lifestyle.

& Avoid smoking | Smoking reduces
life expectancy by 15-25 years. [f you are
a smoker, you are twice mare likely to have
a heart attack than a non-smoker. The mo-
ment you stop smoking, the risk of heart
attack begins to reduce,

# Cut down on salt | Too much salt can
cause high blocd pressure, which increas-
es the risk of developing caronary heart
disease

& Watch your diet | Try to have a balanced dizt. Eat fresh fruits and
veqetables, starch foods such as wholegrain bread and rice.

& Monitor your alcohel 1| Too much alcohal can damage the heart
musde, inorease blood pressure and also lead ta weight gain. Aveid in-
take of alcohol ar at least limit it to ane to two units a day, gradually

decreasing the consumption.

tips for a

Body|BASICS

healthy heart

A strong heart is a result of healthy lifestyle choices. Be active and stress-free

stress, leading to many

5 R
i 1 & -
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= Get active | At least aim for 30 minutes of moderate exercise a day.
Keeping yourself fit not only benefits the heart but also improves men-
tal health and well-being.
= Monitor your BP, blood sugar and cholesterol levels 1 Routine
medical chede-ups will ring an alarm, if you need medical help.

= Manage your waist | Cholesteral depasition in blood vessels be-

gins in the first decade of life. Camying a
lat of extra weight as fat can greatly affect
your health. Make small but healthy
changes in your diet.

* Manage your stress level 1 If you
find things are getting on top of you, you
may fail to eat praperly, smake and drink
too much. This may increase your risk of &
heart attack. Practice yoga/meditation.
Take a vacation.

& Check your family history 1 If a close
relative is at risk of developing coronary

heart disease fram smaking, high BF, high cholestercl, lack of physical
activity, obesity and diabstes, then you could ke at risk too.
= Laughter is the best therapy | Laughter anytime will work wan-

ders for you. It is an instant way to unleash the pressure and it makes
you fezl light.

finpus by O Kushagra Katania, cvel cardiothorm.oc surgeon,

Artemi Health Instituie, Gurgaon
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No. of CAT applicants falling

For First Time, Registration Deadline Extended By A Week

Hemall Chhapla | TnN

Mumbai: The Common Admission Test,
the route to IIMs, has probably hit a

rough patch. The unguestioned king of .

B-school entrance tests — used to gange
the popularity of business education in
the country — has for the first time ex-
tended its registration deadline by a
week, probably to convince more can-
didates into queuing up for the test.
“The number of people applying to
take CAT has been falling. When the
IIMs conducted the paper-pencil test
themselves, they looked at restricting
the number of takers. But, now that it
has been outsourced, the revenue from
CAT is suddenly important,” said an
IIM faculty For years, the entrance test
has been the ITM's golden goose; in 2007-
’08, India’s blue-chip B-schools raked in
Rs 2.98 crore just by conducting CAT.
But in 2009, after 33 years, the test
graduated from being a paper-pencil one
and that, experts said, left out a large
number of aspirants from smaller cor-
ners of the country who were not com-
fortable taking the computer-based test.

L

LACK OF INTEREST?

This year again, the number of cities
where test centres have been set up, too,
has fallen.

Has that affected the namber of those
interested in taking the test? Prometric,
the American company conducting the
computer-hased test for the [IMs, said
in a press note, “The decision to extend
the registration period was undertaken

Times of India Ahmedabad 25.09.2010 P-10

Now, BIMARU towns power growth

Outstrip Metros In Growth Of Personal I-T Collection; Only B'lore In Top 10

Pradeep Thakur | Tan

in order to provide candidates with ad-
ditional opportunity to register and at
the request of some candidates who re-
quired a longer registration period.”
So the 1ast day of registration, which
was to end on September 30, has now
been pushed to October 7. CAT conven-
er Himanshu Rai said extension of the
registration period had nothing to do
with the falling registration numbers.
“I don’t have the data on how many stu-
dents have registered for CAT-2010 but
those wanting to take CAT would have
done so by now. Also, if someone has de-
cided not to take the test, they wouldn'’t.”
However, Promteric, which earns its
money on the number of candidates who
register, is probably looking at convert-
ing fence-sitters to rushed last-minute
registrations. “What otherwise would
explain the reason for extending the
dates to sell vouchers too?” asked Arks
Srinivas, director of TIME (Kolkata), a

coaching academy. He added that there

could be no logical reason to extend reg-
istration but the falling numbers of CAT
takers that had prompted Prometric to
keep counters open for longer.

New Delhi: Small towns are

churning out big news. Unbe-
Hevable ag it may sound, peo-
plefrom BIMARU regionsare
makKing more money, in furn,
fuelling the nation’s econom-
icresurgence.

According to latest In-
come Tax (1T data, economice
powerhouses Mumbat, Delhi,

- Bingalore
Hyderabad, Chennai and Kol-

kata have lost out to Patna, Chaﬂd_igagh
Lucknow, Meerut, Chandi- - Kanpur
garh, Kanpur and Kochi in i :

netpersonal 'T (PIT)mop-up. & Gu.\yahats

None of the metros, bar-
ring Bangalore, figure in the
top 10 cities that have posted
highest growth in personal

Nag:pdr 5
I'T collection during the e

SMALL-TOWN SURGE

RS TS Oning
S TaR ACCounEng
St (OLIAS

during this period as comn-
pared {o Mumbai (2%), Ban-
galore (6%), Chennai (10%)
and Kolkata (27%). Hydera-
bad (31%) and Delhi (73%)
have done a little better. No
wonder, Tier I and 11 cities
have suddenly become an im-
portant source of revenue for
thefinance ministry.

Consequently, the finance
minister has considered de-
volution of financial and

manpower recruitment {o
regional heads. Currenily,
there are 900 range offices
headed by an additional com-
missioner/joint commission-
er rank officers. On an aver-
age, each range collects
revenue to the fune of Rs 500
crore.

April-July 2010 period ascom-
pared to the same period in
2009. The highest growth
(95%), among all regions, has
been posted by Bihar and
Jharkhand followed by Pur-
vanchal or eastern Uttar Pra-
desh, where collection shows

an increase of91 %.

Meerut, or western UP re-
gion (51%), is third on thelist,
followed by Bangalore (50%);
Chandigarh (41%);, Kanpur
(40%); Guwahati (23%), Pune
and Kochi (22%) and Nagpur
(18%). In comparison, the

growth of PIT in megapolises
like Delhi and Mumbai have
been a paltry 4% and 6%, re-
spectively. Thegrowth inper
sonal income is a result of ro-
bust corporate performance
intheseregions, whichisalso
reflected in the corporate FT

collection. Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Jhark-
hand, Maharastra’'s Vidarb-
ha,Orissa, Kanpur and Chan-
digarh have all shown
maximum growth in corpo-
rate I-T collection — between
25% and more than 200% —

With widespread growth
of tax-base across the country
and mushrooming of com-
mercial centres in different
regions, these range heads
have now been given more fi-
nancial powers in hiring ad-
ditional manpower.
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Edited excerpts of their conversations follow.

Most people don't think of the US as a
great place to locate outsourcing servic-
es; can you describe your approach to
the business?

‘We provide IT services with a premium cus-
tomer experience at an offshore price. That
indludes application development and inte-

Economic Times Bangalore 25.09.2010 p-4

Issouri, an IT outsourcing company challenges India

gration, software testing, and data reporting
services. The thing that we're really known
for is the fact that we" ral towns.
We go into areas wh n't a rural IT
workforce and create aworklorce arganically
by taking underemployed and dislocated
workers through a four-month bootcamp-
style training program that we've developed
tomake softvare developers out of them.

How do you figure out who to take for
the training program?

‘We partnerwith the Missouri Career Centers.
They do a certain amount of screening before
en talk to them, then we do behavioural
icwing and we give them what's called
the Computer Programming Aptitude Test.
They're ranked, and theres a threshold they
have tobe past before they canget in. We have
abouta one-to-cight interview-to-hire ratio.

Arethere enough workers in these areas?
Itis a challenge. For us to continue to grow
significantly, we have to have a distributed
structure. I don't sce us geting any larger
than a couple hundred people in any one of

ourlocatiens. So, whatwe haveto dois open
up newlocations across the country. We'llget
to that eventually.

So even though there are lots of people
out of work, it doesn’t mean they can alt
do what you need them to do?
Absolutely not. It is very, y hard. Our
waining is kind of our secret sauce. It's gut-
wrenching hard work — otherwise e
body would be doing it.

How do your prices compare to off-
shorers?

‘We are a bit more expensive than offshore
outsourcing {irms but there's a thing called a
Tisk-adjusted rate. Gartner came up with a
formula for applying risk factors when out-
sourcing. So, if you look at the communica-
tion gaps, the time zone differences, and the
quality issucs that come from high attrition
that goes on offshore, all of those things com-
bine to raise the actual costs. So, there'sa risk
mutltiplier that you can apply. Our costs and
offshorers’ costsnet out to be about the same.

What about domestic suppliers?

Tribune, ND 26-Sep-10

-

We go into areas where there isn't
arural IT workforce and create a
workforce by taking
underemployed workers througha
training program that we've
developed to make software
developers out of them

SHANE MAYES
FOUNDER, ONSHORE TECHNOLOGY SERVICES

We'reanywhere from 25% 10 30% less. Hyou
see a §70-an-hour bill rate in St. Louis, that
would compare to a $45-an-hour bill rate in
our rural centers. And that's doing advanced
soltware development, like a JAVA developer
ora .NET develop there aresome oth-
er activities where w in the low $20s an

What kind of clients do you work with?
‘We've gota very strong portfolio of Fortune
500 companics, including MasterCard.

In terms of growth, what's your strategy?
‘We are growing relatively sfowly compared to
the acwal opportunity. Qur sales pipeline is
about $14 milfion. That's well over 100 peaple

i .. We don't really
. Weonly hau one sal&pu

pany of our size, you'd have three — one for
every 20 people. Over the years, we've gotien
to the point where we know a two- time:
growth rate every year allows us to han
lect the best customers and opportunities.
Typically, we'll just focus on our top five op-
portunities and ourtop five customers. andln

W }[;,mw 0 1,000 people, but we'
ing it in asensible way.

Where do you fit within your dients’ out-
s foare?

hour—that'swhere crforming more
of a low-end technology function, like some
scripting, or mmuhmv like that

P-12

g supp
Allof our customers do olfshore outsourcing,
and sometimes when they want to do some-
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thingnew :mdi{'salitdL-1islq'—(]n(-y'rm‘umng
OULSOINE NEW SYSICI OF SOME new innovation
—— they i have uswork on that and we'll effec-
tively commoditise that work. Then that work
will eventually be transitioned to a competi-
tor’s offshore centre, That is just fine with us.
Qurbusiness always grows withina dient. so
even though some work will go offshore,
there’s alwayssomething clse.

What led you to start this kind of busi-
ness?

1 was in the Alr Force during the lirst Gull
‘War, then I got into IT. Before I started On-
shore,  was running offshore development
projects for Elscvier, While Iwas in Turkey for
the Air Foree, asortof zealous patriotism that
Thave began to solidity.

When I'started this company, I didn’t have
anything. Thad no money. There was no such
thingas a rural outseurcing industry. Thadno
customers, Thadno proven ability to deliver. T
didn’t have peoplc o do the work. Il say it
again:f hadno money. fused to talkabout how
we could build a billion-dollar business. T still
saywe will build a billion-dollar business.

Should IITs start medical courses?

It must be done with due diligence and detailed exammatlon and not at the expense of the 1ITs’ present activities, says Dharam Vir

N interesting report has

appeared in The Tribune

(September 11, 2010) that

the Indian Institutes of

Technology (1ITs) could
start degree-level medical courses. This
is one out of a number of decisions taken
by the ITT Council, an apex body head-
ed by the Union Minister for Human
Resource Development. This would
have a far-reaching impact on the aca-
demic activities of the IITs.

The Council’s decision has been wel-
comed by many, though there are a
number of people who have expressed
reservations about it. The main objec-
tion is that the IITs should concen-
trate ‘on their core strength, i.e. science
and technology.

Initially, the IITs wanted to start med-
ical courses without seeking clearance
from the Medical Council of India
(MCI) on the pattern of the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
and the Post Graduate Institute of Med-
ical Education and Research
(PGIMER). The Union Health Min- 2
istry did not agree and was of the view B
that it would not be advisable to start w
medical colleges outside the MC[’sn
regulatory control.

Italso suggested that the IITs should 2
design doctoral courses on the inter-
face of technology and medicine such
as bio-medical engineering, bio-tech-
nology and e-health in consultation
with the AIIMS, the PGIMER etc. The
1IT Council agreed to the MCI frame-
work for a course that leads to the prac-
tice of medicine (i.c. MBBS). Thus, the
IITs can start medical courses after the
amendment of the Institutes of Tech-
nology Act.

As a matter of principle, the objection
against the IITs s!amng medical col-
legesis not i led,

A Tribune Special

of public interface with a medical col-
lege. According to the MCI guidelines,
for intake of 50 students per year in the
MBBS a300-bed hospital

ical and computer sciences.

There is a general impression in
medical colleges that physics and
mathematics are not so relevant. One
could perhaps agree with this view-
point if the objective is to produce
doctors for healthcare of ordinary ail-
ments. But if the vision of India mov-
ing into the frontiers of research in
medicine and bio-sciences is to be
realised, all these subjects must be
treated as being very relevant.

In recent times, physical scientists and

ge cre-
ation and dxssemmanon is not the sole
preserve of a department or an organi-
sation. It is a bane of our higher educa-
tion system that it encourages compart-
p-lcmalisation. With increasing use of
instrumentation, medical science is
becoming technology-driven as also
with the growing applications of phys-

have also realised the rele-
vance of studying biological systems. It
is noteworthy that a number of Nobel
Laureates in medicine were/are not med-
ical doctors. Thus, there is a perceptible
world-wide shift towards inter-discipli-
nary education and research.

Medical education in India remains
very much controlled by regulatory bod-

ies. limiting the scope for innovation
and change. Intervention by good insti-
tutions like the IITs may act as catalyst
for bringing about change. Moreover,
when medical colleges can be started by
private organisations not exactly known
for education, why should IITs, or for
that matter any such institution, be pre-
vented from doing so?

The most important point is whether
and when any IIT should take such a
bold initiative. Should the ITTs not con-
cemra(e on their ex1s(mg activities and

in

areas of science and technology? It is
also well known that these institutions
are facing several challenges, espécial-
ly in respect of faculty and getting ade-
quate number of good students for
research and development in engineer-
ing disciplines.

Much investment and quality man-

power are needed to strengthen the
1ITs to stay ahead. A few 1ITs have
started courses in economics and man-
agement. It would be desirable to
benchmark all such courses with those
of the top institutions of India: Recent-
ly, there was news on the world rank-
ing of universities. Sadly, all Indian
universities, including the IITs, appear
to have slipped down.

The I1ITs are known for quality educa-
tion and this tag should not get compro-
mised. an a

is needed. Any good medical college
gets a few thousand pauems every. day.

cation may end in disaster.

The IITs could consider starting with
a few high-end courses in bio-sciences
and related subjects and set up the rele-
vant departments in addition to the exist-
ing Biotechnology discipline. They may

The HTs, being government

also have with a medical

would not be able to restrict public
access to the hospital, given the poor
quality of medical facilities where some
of the IITs are located. This is bound to
have adverse impact on the closed cam-
pus life that the IITs have.

Besides, emergencies like epid

college or research institute as suggest-
ed by the Union Health Ministry. Based
on their experience, they could move
gradually towards establishing a medical
college as and when they are fully pre-
pared for it. An enabling provnsnon
should, therefore, exist in the I

and pressure from the local public and
the administration would continue to
bother the IIT administration at the
highest level. In short, the public inter-
face may divert the attention of the
institute’s authorities.

Another aspect is the level of invest-

of Technology Act, and the IIT Council
has rightly decided to amend the Act.
This issue also raises another ques-
tion of vital significance. Why are reg-
ulatory bodies not coming up with
reforms in medical education and
research which aim at innovation and

Why are regulatory bodies not coming up with
reforms in medical education and research

which aim at innovation and inter-disciplinary
teaching and research? This critical sector needs

massive overhauling

ment, both capital and recurring. The old
IITs having sufficient land and good
infrastructure, capital investment in set-
ting up of a good medical college may
be about Rs 300 crore. Additional budg-
et allocation would be required on year-
to-year basis for running and maintain-
ing the college. Would the Central Gov-
ernment finance them? :

‘While it is desirable for the IITs to
start medical programmes, it must be
done with due diligence and detailed
examination and not at the expense of

first-rate medical college along with a
big hospital is a complex task. If an IIT
sets up a medical college, the public
would tend to compare it with the
AIIMS and the PGIMER. The IITs
would need to structure their plans
accordingly and carve out niche areas
where they would like to excel.
Another significant point is the level

the existing activities. They must carry
out a detailed SWOT (Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunijties and
Threats) analysis and prepare an action

inter-disciplinary teaching and research?,
This critical sector needs massive over-
hauling. The Central Government
should set up a broad based committee
to look into all these aspects to suggest
acomprehensive action plan for revamp-
ing the medical education and multi-
disciplinary research. Institutions like
the IITs, the AIIMS, the PGIMER and
a few other research institutes can take
the lead and show the way.

One hopes that the HRD Ministry’s
decision to allow the ITTs to set up med-
ical colleges would generate a debate
leading to the much-needed reforms in
the area of medical education and
research for the good of our people.®

plan to meet the chall Afew old
IITs are still reeling under the pressure
of looking after the new ones, started
in haste without adequate preparation.
Such haste in respect of medical edu-

The writer, a former Chief Secretary of
Haryana, is an alumnus of IIT Kanpur
and Kharagpur. He is currently the
State Election Commissioner, Haryana
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Relief for Sibal

-'jf;'KAPIIL. SIBAL’S move on reforms in hlgher educamm ma
- have stalled, but babus at the himan resources developmen
. (HRD) ministry have received a much-needed boost from the
“Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) as well as the Ceniral
- Bureau of Investigation (CBI). Last year Mr Sibal had suspe- .
- nded R.A. Yaday, the controversial chairperson of the All-In-:
- dia Council for Technical Education, following corruption ch+
-arges. Since then Mr Sibal and his babus have had to stave off
“*political pressure” from some MPs who claim that Mr Yadav
as being “wcnrmsed” and should be restored to his position
However. with the CVC and the CBI now recommendin
ction against Mr Yadav, Mr Sibal’s stand has been vindicats:
<ed. This is welcome relief for Mr Sibal and HRD bibus, still -
- smarting from the Right of Children to Free and Compulmry
- Education Act debacie in Parliament. R
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Academies copy
push for Btbrinja

By Dinesh C. Sharma in New Delhi

INDIA'S top science academies
have done the unthinkable. They
have copied and quoted extensively
from an industry lobby report to
give a clean chit to the controversial
genetically modified (GM) brinjal.

Key portions and data in the much
touted Inter-Academy Report on Genet-
ically Modified Crops have been lifted
straight from a report of a lobbying
group funded by seed companies,
including Monsanto and Mahyco.

In Mareh, environment minister Jairam
Ramesh had asked the six science academies
— the Indian Academy of Sciences, the
Indian National Academy of Eng'lneerlng, the
Indian National Science Academy, the
National Academy of Agricultural Sciences,
the National Academy of Medical Sciences
and the National Academy of Sciences
(India) — to give an unbiased scientific
assessment on the feasibility of transgenic
crops and the proposed regulatory mecha-
nism for GM food. They submitted the report
to Ramesh this week, recommending the
commercial release of Bt brinjal,

But it turns out that the academies have
relied heavily on data generated by US-
based GM lobby International Service for
the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications

Sclence academlies plaglarised
from Industry lobby report

(ISAAA). They have recommended the
commercial release of Bt brinjal and the lift-
ing of the moratorium imposed on it by
Ramesh.

Earlier, science and technology minister
Prithvlraj Chavan had plagiarised from
reports by the same ISAAA in a letter to
cabinet colleague A. Ramadoss while
defending Bt brinjal. This was exposed by
Mam, Topay in February this year.

The report in question currently has
copied most of the data and information in
support of Bt brinjal from an ISAAA report
The Development and Regulation of Bt Brin-
jal in India and an article
Bt Brinjal: A Pioneering Push by

B CLASH ommsnzsrs

B SAAA s funded by
Monsanto, Mahyco

pagesfrom ISAAA
reports in an official

and several seed com-  letter to health minis-
panies engaged in ter Ramadoss to jus-
developing GM crops tify Bt brinjal

& Data generated by W Now six science
this body is freely used - academies have

by all supporters of copied data from an
GM crops ISAAA report to rec-
W Minister Prithviraj ommend commercial
Chavan coples several  release of Bt brinjal

Dr P Anand Kumar in Biotech
News — a publication of the
Department of Biotechnology.
Both were published in 20609.
Being a developer of GM crops
himself, Kumar is a vocal sup-
porter of Bt brinjal.

The academies have declared
Bt brinjal safe by copying the
following paragraph verbatim
from Dr Kumar's article; “Bt
brinjal ‘Event EE-1’ has been
subjected to a rigorous
biosafety regulatory process
encompassing all aspects of tox-
icity, allergenicity, environmen-
tal safety, socio-economic
assessment etc.

“Studies on food and feed
safety have been conducted on
rats, rabbits, fish, chickens,

goats and cows. Similarly, envi-
ronmental impact assessments
to study germination, pollen
flow, invasiveness, aggressive-
ness, weediness, and effect on
non-target organisms were also
cartied out.”

The data that has been lifted
from the industry document
relates to key issues. The copied
portion says: “It (brinjal) is an
important cash crop for poor
farmers who transplant it from
nurseries at different times of
the year to produce two or three
crops, each of 150 to 180 days’
duration.”

Again, on losses caused by
pests, an entire paragraph has
been lifted from the [SAAA
report: “Brinjal Shoot and Fruit

Borer (BSFB) causes significant

losses of up to 60 to 70 per cent
in commercial plantings. Dam-
age starts in the nursery, prior to
transplanting, continues to har-
vest and is then carried-over to
the next crop of brinjal. BSFB
damages brinjal in two ways.
First, it infests young shoots

¢ The Development and Regulation of :

GM supporter’s article

cited to favour the crop

during the vegetative phase,
which limits the ability of plants
to produce healthy fruitbearing
shoots, thereby reducing poten-
tial yield.”

{SAAA Briefs

BRET 38

Bt Brinjal in India
(Eggplant/Aubergine)
by

Bhagirath Choudhary
. Kadamblal Gaur

Another piece of data used to
justify Bt brinjal has been lifted
from the industry report:
“Farmers usually spray twice a
week, applying 15 to 40 insecti-
cide sprays, or more, in one
season dependmg on mfesta-
tion levels.”

Figures relating to the finan-
cial cost of insecticide-spray by
farmers too come from the
industry document.

The similarities in the ISAAA
report and the Inter-Academy
report go on without anyone
getting a hint about the source
of the data. No references or
citations have been given, as is
normal with any scientific docu-
ment.
dineshe.sharma@mailtoday.in
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